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Helwel Trust (Reg Charity No: 271713) supports Rural Development in Northern KwaZulu Natal, South Africa

THANKS TO YOUR HELP WE ARE MOVING FORWARD WITH NEW INITIATIVES
Since our Newsletter in December, there have been some exciting developments.
Our current three year funding cycle to our existing partners ACAT and TREE (Africa Community Action Trust and Training Resources in Early Education respectively) ends this year. At our Council meeting held on 31st March it was agreed to invite each of them to submit funding proposals of £18,000 per
annum each over the next three years.
We are able to do this through your response to our letter in December and because we have been awarded
a grant of £10,000 per annum for three years by the Jackson Foundation.
This year will see at least three major fundraising ventures which can you read about below—come and
join us if you are able.
On the technical front, we are extremely grateful to Peter Foster who has completely revamped our website www.helweltrust.co.uk. Thanks to him, you can now keep update with our news. Please take a look
and recommend it to your friends.

FUN AND FUNDRAISING
HELWEL HIKE Saturday 16th June starting
9.45 am from the Park and Ride on the Haslingfield
side of Cambridge.
Please join us on an exploration of the beauties of
Cambridge and Haslingfield whilst also having fun
with friends and raising much needed funds for
fencing
Please see enclosed flier for full details.
Lizzie and Rob Rhodes are
driving 900 miles in their
1930 Austin Ulster from
Lands Ends to John o’
Groats over 4 days in aid
of Helwel Trust
You can sponsor them by
Just Giving.com/LizzyRhodes
pi-Tombi Revisited: Aid for Africa
Monday 19 November from 7.00 pm - an evening
entertainment in the ground-breaking Africa-themed
setting of 'Shaka-Zulu', at Camden, London, with
Zulu drummers, dancers and singers accompanied by
Africa-themed drinks and dinner.
Proceeds to promote education in South Africa in the
work of the Helwel Trust, Breadline Africa and
Rhodes University Educational Trust UK.
Look out for the invitation brochure and ticket
information to follow on our web site.
Ticket price includes meal, wine and entertainment in
region of £70/£75 as yet to be finalised

JUST CARDS DIRECT'
We are now online with Just Cards Direct and
by simply buying cards from their website and
indicating your support for Helwel, the trust will
receive 10% of any purchase made. The cards are
sold as part of a Christian initiative to bring justice,
hope and dignity to the disadvantaged, and are
bought and imported from Africa and other countries around the world.
To see and purchase the cards available go to
www.justcardsdirect.com
ACAT Africa Co-operative Action Trust
Time constraints prevented a visit to ACAT
projects supported by Helwel Trust in the Nklanda
area when we were in KwaZulu Natal last November but since then we have had a report in which
Geoff Morgan, who heads up the Entrepreneurial
Development Programme, says,
“We plan to develop community structures, to
improve the quality of life of the rural family in crisis through the establishment of productive home
gardens and increased economic activity. This is
implemented through the group structure which
enables support for the poor, orphans and the
sickly. All this is being achieved to some measure
although we realise that in rural development we do
not achieve all we have planned. What has however been achieved has improved the quality of life
of many, many families. A heartfelt thank you to
all at Helwel for the wonderful support you have
given this programme”.

The difficulties that he refers to include Thembi
Madondo’s stroke last June restricting his work as
Extension Officer for Nkandla and Nqutu and the
pregnancy, with twins, of one of the small group
co-ordinators. These difficulties added to the backdrop of a huge rural area, ‘marauding cattle, weak or
non-existent fencing, inclement weather, insect
damage and difficulties of marketing crops’
With your help we can continue to do our small bit
to make a difference to the lives of people in the
Nkandla area. Thank you.

Ukhanye
Kate Vilakazi who has a full time job at Charlotte Mxeke hospital in Johannesburg, writes
“I went to Ukhanye once in January and
twice in February and March. On 4 February, we
had a prayer meeting with our community. Lunch
and tea was prepared for about 50 people. We distributed clothes to our orphans on the same day.
On 8 February, we had a short walk as an HIV
awareness drive. It was preceded by the distribution of food parcels and clothes - we had 200 food
parcels given by "Gift of the Givers" We also had
second hand clothes and shoes. Cooking continues
Monday to Friday for 106 children and 10 adults.
We are still planning to cook over the weekend as
there are those that have no food over the weekend but our current ladies prefer to rest on weekends, so I have to search for weekend cooks.” She
goes on to say that Sheila Ngobese who takes care
of the day to day management of Ukhanye is fine
despite the death of two of her close relatives at
the end of 2011

Training and Resources in Early Education TREE
The three year programme to train 10 preschool teachers in the Nqutu area is almost complete with just two out of nine modules in a national
qualification (NQF level 4) in early childhood development to do plus an advanced toy making qualification. The NVQ level 4 is important since it
enables pre-schools to be eligible for government
registration that in turns qualifies them to obtain
grants. Whilst the pre-school teachers say how much
they enjoy learning how to make toys, and the skills
of teaching, there is the positive knock-on effect that Masinakekelane
these national qualifications make to the commuWhen we met Bishop Dino in November we
nity as whole. Thank you for your support of this were very please to also meet Zodumo Ndwandwe
important work.
who has taken over the running of the Diocesan
Outreach programme, Masinakekelane. At our
suggestion she and her husband who works for the
Department of Agriculture have since visited
ACAT’s headquarters to learn how ACAT’s strategies can be used within the Diocese. When travelling in KZN we were often surprised and delighted
to find ourselves linking different groups together
which both energises them and boots morale.
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